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Huron-Kinloss has been recognized for its dedication to protecting the quality of the Great Lakes
at the 2011 State of the Lakes Ecosystem Conference.

The township won an award for its comprehensive community septic inspection system, which was
in keeping with the theme of the 2011 conference, linking land to the lakes.

Mayor Mitch Twolan and Matt Pearson of BM Ross and Associates Ltd. were on hand to receive the
"success story" award at the conference held in Erie, Pa, Oct. 26-28.

"It's an honour to accept this award on behalf of council and to be recognized for taking the
initiative in preserving the natural environment and improve water quality through the community
septic re-inspection system," Twolan said in a recent interview.

Reports provided to the conference are produced jointly by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and Environment Canada. They provide independent, up-to-date, science-based reporting
on the state of the health of the Great Lakes basin ecosystem.

Huron-Kinloss's mandatory septic inspection system, which is managed by B.M. Ross, completed
its fifth year Oct. 31.

Since the program began approximately 2,000 of 3,000 properties have been inspected. Every
property in the township that has a private septic system, including holding tanks and outhouses,
will be inspected on a seven to eight year cycle.

"This year alone we inspected more than 600 properties," said Twolan.

Each household pays $55 a year and the owner must have the septic tank pumped prior to having
the system inspected.

Twolan said the program is effective in preventing contamination of groundwater and runoff into
Lake Huron from the cottage community.

He is proud of the success of the program and the recognition it has received internationally.

"We're getting known around the Great Lakes for this program . . . or a small little municipality to
be recognized at an international event like this is a pretty good feather in our hat," he said.
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